
Introduction to LSRW Skills 

LSRW represents the four fundamental pillars of language acquisition and effective 

communication. These skills are sequential in learning but interdependent in practice. 

• Listening: The receptive skill of understanding spoken language. 

• Speaking: The productive skill of producing spoken language to communicate. 

• Reading: The receptive skill of decoding and understanding written text. 

• Writing: The productive skill of encoding thoughts into written symbols. 

 

1. LISTENING (The Foundational Skill) 

Listening is more than just hearing; it's about processing, understanding, and interpreting 

sounds and words. 

Key Aspects: 

• Comprehension: Understanding the literal meaning. 

• Inference: Deducing meaning that is not explicitly stated. 

• Critical Listening: Evaluating and analysing the message. 

• Empathetic Listening: Understanding the speaker's emotions and perspective. 

Examples: 

• Basic: Following a teacher's instruction like "Please open your books to page 45." 

• Intermediate: Understanding the plot and character motivations in an audiobook. 

• Advanced: Attending a lecture on quantum physics and being able to summarise the 

key arguments. 

• Daily Life: Listening to a friend's problem and offering comfort by acknowledging 

their feelings. 

 

 



2. SPEAKING (The Productive Skill) 

Speaking involves constructing thoughts into coherent verbal messages and delivering them 

effectively. 

Key Aspects: 

• Pronunciation & Clarity: Being easily understood. 

• Fluency: Speaking smoothly without excessive pauses. 

• Vocabulary & Grammar: Using appropriate words and sentence structures. 

• Non-verbal Communication: Using body language, eye contact, and tone of voice. 

Examples: 

• Basic: Introducing yourself: "Hello, my name is Sean. I'm from Edinburgh." 

• Intermediate: Ordering food at a restaurant and asking clarifying questions about the 

menu. 

• Advanced: Participating in a formal debate, presenting arguments and rebuttals 

persuasively. 

• Daily Life: Telling a funny anecdote to a group of friends, using pacing and 

expression for comedic effect. 

 

3. READING (The Decoding Skill) 

Reading is the process of extracting meaning from written text. It moves from simple 

decoding to deep critical analysis. 

Key Aspects: 

• Decoding: Recognising letters and sounds (phonics). 

• Vocabulary: Understanding word meanings. 

• Comprehension: Understanding the text's main ideas and details. 

• Inference & Analysis: Reading "between the lines" and evaluating the author's 

purpose. 



Examples: 

• Basic: Reading a stop sign or a simple recipe. 

• Intermediate: Reading a news article and identifying the "who, what, when, where, 

and why." 

• Advanced: Analysing a classic novel, discussing its themes, symbolism, and social 

context. 

• Daily Life: Scanning a product manual to troubleshoot an issue with an appliance. 

 

4. WRITING (The Creating Skill) 

Writing is the skill of representing language in a textual format. It requires organisation, 

clarity, and a strong command of language conventions. 

Key Aspects: 

• Handwriting/Typing: The physical act. 

• Spelling & Punctuation: Technical accuracy. 

• Structure & Organisation: Arranging ideas logically (paragraphs, essays). 

• Voice & Style: Developing a unique and engaging way of writing. 

Examples: 

• Basic: Writing a shopping list or filling out a form. 

• Intermediate: Composing a professional email to a colleague. 

• Advanced: Writing a research paper with a clear thesis, evidence, and citations. 

• Daily Life: Crafting a heartfelt birthday card message for a loved one. 

 

 

 

 



LSRW Worksheets 

Here are interactive worksheets designed to practice each skill in an engaging way. 

 

Worksheet 1: Active Listening Lab 

Objective: To practice comprehension, inference, and empathetic listening. 

Part A: The Soundscape (5 minutes) 

• Instructions: Close your eyes and listen carefully to all the sounds around you for 

one minute. 

• List at least 5 different sounds you hear: 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

Part B: The Story Clip 

(Teacher/Partner to read the following paragraph aloud once at a normal pace) 

"Maria slammed the door and ran up the stairs, the note still clutched in her hand. She 

couldn't believe it. All that work, all those late nights, and it had come down to this single, 

typed sentence. A tear rolled down her cheek, but she quickly wiped it away. She looked at 

her reflection in the window, the city lights twinkling behind her. A slow smile began to form 

on her face." 

• Comprehension Questions: 

1. Where did Maria go? _________________________ 

2. What was in her hand? _________________________ 

• Inference Questions: 

3. How do you think Maria was feeling at the beginning? Why? 

_________________________ 



4. Why do you think she started to smile at the end? What might the note have said? 

_________________________ 

 

Worksheet 2: Speak Up! Scenario Challenge 

Objective: To build fluency and confidence in spontaneous speaking. 

Instructions: Choose one scenario from the box below. You have 1 minute to prepare and 

then must speak for 1-2 minutes about it. Try to speak clearly and without long pauses. 

Scenarios 

The Salesperson: Convince me to buy this completely ordinary pencil. 

The News Reporter: You are live at the scene where someone has just baked the world's longest cake. Describe it. 

The Storyteller: Continue this story: "The key I found in my grandfather's attic didn't open any door in the house..." 

The Debater: Argue for or against this: “Homework should be banned.” 

• My Chosen Scenario: _________________________ 

• Teacher Feedback: 

o Clarity: (Good / Okay / Needs Work) 

o Fluency: (Smooth / Some Pauses / Many Pauses) 

o Creativity/Content: (Excellent / Good / Could be improved) 

 

Worksheet 3: Detective Reading 

Objective: To move beyond basic comprehension to analysis and inference. 

Read the following text: 



The old house on Elm Street had been empty for years. The paint was peeling, and one of the 

shutters hung crookedly. Most kids avoided it, telling stories of strange noises. But Leo saw 

something else. On the porch, almost hidden by overgrown weeds, was a single, bright red 

flowerpot with a healthy, blooming sunflower. It seemed wildly out of place.  

Your Detective Case File: 

1. The Facts (Comprehension): 

o How long has the house been empty? __________________ 

o What was on the porch? __________________ 

2. The Clues (Inference): 

o How do most people in the neighbourhood feel about the house? What's your 

evidence? 

Clue: _________________________ 

My Deduction: _________________________ 

o What does the sunflower tell you? Who might be taking care of it and why? 

Clue: _________________________ 

My Deduction: _________________________ 

3. The Theory (Analysis): 

o Based on all the clues, what is your theory about the house on Elm Street? 

 

 

Worksheet 4: Creative Writing Spark 

Objective: To practice descriptive writing and narrative building. 

Part A: The Five-Sense Description 

Look at the pictures provided or imagine your favourite place. 



  

 

  

 

 



• Sight: What do you see? (Colours, shapes, people, objects) 

 

• Sound: What do you hear? (Loud, soft, near, far) 

 

• Smell: What do you smell? (Sweet, pungent, fresh) 

 

• Touch: What can you feel? (Texture, temperature, weather) 

 

• Taste: Is there a taste in the air? (Salty sea air, sweet bakery smell) 

 

Part B: Build a Story 

Use your descriptions to write a short paragraph or story starter set in this place. 

Title: _________________________ 

(Write your story here. Let your creativity flow!) 

 


